UNSCATHED    AND    UNBOWED
During nearly all of the African campaigns Spain was in-
different, with an indifference which at times was converted
into open opposition. The war in Morocco was never popular.
It started when the country was still convalescing from its
grave colonial problems. But the forces of revolution took ad-
vantage of that to discredit the army and other institutions,
and to incite the people, making more wearisome and more
costly a problem which a less disorganized and less agitated
nation would have resolved without the catastrophes, heca-
tombs, crises, and insurrections that Spain suffered.
In the early part of the year 1921 a phase of this propa-
ganda against the war in Morocco was the opposition to rises
in military rank for merit in active service, upheld in great
part by a few officers whose career consisted in their being
listed in the military register. The subject was discussed in a
professional journal which advocated the formation of a body
of colonial officers besides those of the Peninsular Army.
Franco, in Xauen, wrote an article which he sent to the
review, but it was not published because it contained ideas
which were foreign to the opinion of the editor. The article
was entitled, "The Merit of Active Service," and the follow-
ing paragraphs are copied from it:
". . . My desire is only to present on this occasion the
danger to the Army and military activities which lies in
attempting to solve these problems at a distance, without
knowing how to weigh in the balance of justice the hard-
ships and sufferings of a thankless campaign, and the great
number of officers who died gloriously for their country, in-
creasing by their actions the fame of the infantry. They are
the men who uphold the honour of the nation!
"The military problem of Morocco is, in general, the
work of the infantry. They form the nucleus of the army,
and with the cavalrymen, in a proportionate number, they
fill the ranks of the front-line troops* It is the infantry who.